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By Jim McClure
The WP6502 word processor from
Dwo Quong Fok Lok Sow for Ohio Sci-
entific computers is an easy-to-use
text system for home or office. Al-
though word processors tend to be
somewhat homogenous, WP6502 has
several unique features—including in-
teractive command modes and a step-
by-step training system—that may
make it a good choice for those who
possess less familiarity with com-

align the right-hand margin. This isan
unusual feature in word processors,
and it produces a newspaper-like ap-
pearance. Justification is also possible
on printers with no special spacing ca-
pabilities, such as teletype printers. In
this case, WP6502 adds spaces be-
tween words to align the right-hand
margin.

Boldface printing, underlining and
pitch changes are possible on printers
with these capabilities. A command is

also available to send control charac-
ters directly to the printer. This feature
is useful for sending on/off codes to
printers with automatic motor con-
trol.

Besides simple commands for en-
tering and editing text, WP6502 pro-
vides some special commands. For
instance, you can create sections of
text that a two-digit code can refer-
ence. These sections are called "text
blocks,” and they are useful in com-

WP6502 word-processing system for OSI computer

posing form letters or other docu-
ments in which the same sentences
are repeated often.

For example, an opening and a clos-
ing to a letter can be stored in a text
block and you can call them into the
main lext as many times as you want
by specifying the text-block number.
You can define up to 100 different text
blocks in memory at a time. By keeping
files of text blocks on disk, you can
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System Requirements

® QOhio Scientific Computer

® (0S-65D or 0S5-65U operating sys-
tem

® 48K RAM

® 5%-inch disk drive, 8-inch prefera-
ble

® Video terminal

® High-quality printer recommend-
ed

Price: $250

Dwo Quong Fok Lok Sow
23 East 20th Street
New York, NY 10003

puters and text processing,
Features

Basically, the WP6502 program is a
combination of text editor and text
processor. Editing commands make it

special commands embedded in the
text let you justify paragraphs and
center and paginate text.

The manuals that come with
WP6502 were printed with the word
processor and are a good example of
what it is capable of doing. The com-
mands for inserting, deleting and mov-
ing text operate very much like such
commands in other word processors.
Its special features set WP6502 apart
from the others, however. The features
fall into two general categories: ad-
vanced print capabilities and special
commands.

WP6502 supports a range of printer
features. For printers with special
spacing capabilities such as propor-
tional spacing (iwhen the width of indi-
vidual characters varies), WP6502 will

words and the letters themselves to

easy to enter and correct text, while |

stretch out both the spaces between

Low cost software

with

high priced quality

When we 1ell you that our super-
sophisticated  software package
gives you top quality at rock-
hottom prices, weTte not fooling. 1t

" dets you handle large files easily.
you get a powerful command set
that takes you through every
phase of document production
clearly and simply, and because
our software package lends itself
10 customization, yvoure able 1o
modify the presentation to meet
your specific requirements.

EVERY TYPIST AN EXPERT
Because our MINCE TEXT EDITOR
gives you a full screen image of the
text being edited before you print
it. you will be able to insern. delete,
move entire blocks of ext and
more . . . all at the touch of a key or
wo! What you see on the screen is
what you get. Period!

TEXT FORMATTER
ENHANCEMENT
Our SCRIBBLE
FORMATTER leis
you think in terms
of the actual
structure of  the

~document so you can  handle
chapters, sections, subsections.
verses, quotations, and the like au-
tomatically while typing. No longer
will you have to worry about re-
membering margins, vertical spac-
ing, eic. ... theyre handled au-
tomatically too.

OUR COMPETITION IS RED
And they should be. After all, they
can’t offer all of the super features
and quaility that our package can at
our unbeatably low prices. Il's just
another way for us to show you
that . . . the Mark of The Unicorn is
your mark of gquality at a reason-
able price.

VERY LOW COST

MINCE and SCRIBBLE ar¢ priced
ar 5175.00 each or buy bhoth of
them for only $275.00. Available
from Westico, Lifeboat, Cor
nerstore or direct from us.

Rising above the competition

3 Irmark
7

of the
anicorn

P.O. Box 423
Arlington, MA 02174
(617) 489-1387
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avoid repetitious typing.

Another feature of WP6502 allows
vou to insert data from the console
into the text at print time. Consider
the example of a form letter. By insert-
ing an input command where the des-
tination address would appear, yvou
can specify different addresses for
each copy of the letter with no reedit-
ing. Once again, this can save time by
limiting repetitious work.

WPB502 has a global replace com-
mand. This command lets you have
occurrences of a particular string of
characters changed to another string,
The program starts at the top of the

text area and prints every occurrence
‘of the specified string, allowing you to
make the change or skip to the next oc-
currence of the string. You have the
option of escaping from the command
at any time. This command is particu-
larly useful for changing consistently
misspelled words.

Besides commands for manipulat-
ing text, WP6502 offers the unusual
ability to send text to other computers
and receive it from them. Thus, you
can phone other WP6502 users and ex-
change text files by using the Send and
Receive commands listed on the main
menu. The manual also says that com-
munication is possible with other

tvpes of programs and computers.
This is certainly a novel feature for a
word processor and may make it use-
ful in situations in which several com-
puters serve as individual work
stations.

Performance

Since WPB502 is largely interactive,
it is well suited for nontechnical peo-
ple. Menus appear in all modes except
line-edit. In most cases, you can use
the escape key to abort a command
and return to the main menu. In the
line-edit mode (potentially the most
confusing), the program prints the line
vou're editing with the cursor posi-

The MX-100. Not just better. Bigger.

Epson.

Our MX-80 was a pretty tough act to follow. I mean,
how do you top the best-selling printer in the world?

Frankly, it wasn’t easy. But the results of all our
sleepless nights will knock your socks off.

The MX-100 is a printer that must be seen to be be-
lieved. For starters, we built in unmatched correspon-
dence quality printing, and an ultra-high resolution bit
image graphics capability. Then we added the ability to
print up to 233 columns of information on 15" wide
paper to give you the most incredible spread sheets
you're ever likely to see. Finally, we topped it all off
with both a satin-smooth friction feed platen end fully
adjustable, removable tractors. And the list of standard
features goes on and on and on.

Needless to say, the specs on this machine — and
especially at under $1000 — are gacticaﬂy unibelievable.
But there’s something about the MX-100 that goes far

beyond just the specs; something about the way it all
comes together, the attention to detail, the fit, the feel.
Mere words fail us. But when you see an MX-100, you'll
know what we mean. .

"Allin all, the MX-100 is the most remarkable printer
we’ve ever built. Which creates rather a large prob-
lem for those of us at
Epson.

top this?

Your next printer.

EPSON

EPSON AMERICA, INC.

3415 Kashiwa Street * Torrance, California 90505 = (213) 539-9140
See the whole incredible Epson MX Series of printers at your Authorized Epson Dealer.

(800) 227-2400 x1000 adv.#145, CA only (B00) 772-2666 x1000 adv.#145

How are we going to '

tioned at the next character that needs
alteration. Thus, you don't have to
imagine where the next change will
take place. :

Although WP6502 is effective for
generating memos, letters and other
small documents, it is difficult to cre-
ate larger documents because you can
edit only files that fit entirely into
memory. Although you can print sepa-
rate files together by using the WP6502
DO-CHAIN program (available sepa-
ratelv), the package would be more
convenient if vou could edit larger-
than-memory files directly. Currently,
the largest file that can be edited on a
48K 05-650 system is about nine or ten
400-word pages.

As far as I can tell, you cannot use
WPE502 to produce or edit source pro-
grams f(i.e, for the assembleri, since
WP6502 inserts special-format charac-
ters into its text files.

Ease of use

[ found WPG502 generally easy to
use, but reading the manuals is a
must.

When purchasing the WP6502 pack-
age, vou specifv which OSI computer
model vou're using. The diskette ar-
rives ready to run on the system, so
vou don't have to go through a compli-
cated installation procedure.

Dwo OQuong Fok Lok Sow claims that
WP6502 is compatible with a wide vari-
elv of printers operating through both
serial and parallel interfaces. When
vou first load the program, it asks
whether voure using a teletvpe-like
printer or a variable-spacing printer.
You can select an install utility to
change default parameéters such as
lines per page, lines per inch, terminal
width and height.

Operation of WP6502 is easy since it
is mostly interactive. To select a partic-
ular command from a menu, you type
a single character, which can be either
uppercase or lowercase. Usually, the
character is related to the operation.
To issue an insert command for in-
stance, vou type [.

Since entering answers to the manv
prompts the system generates can be-
come tedious for advanced users,
WP6502 lets you enter a space in re-
sponse to many questions. This action
will select the default answer, if there
is one. Another time-saving feature is
that you almost never have to press
the return key to answer a prompt.

One especially convenient feature of
WPE502 is that when text is being in-
serted, the program automatically
starts a new line after the current one
is filled. This means you can touch-
tvpe from a memo or other document
without having to pay attention to the
video screen. The insert mode will
keep up with the fastest typists, which
again makes it convenient for touch-
tvpists.

To me, the mosl inconvenient as-
pect of WP6502 concerns its insert
command. On almost all video or line-
oriented editors, inserted text is
placed before the cursor or character
pointer. In WP6502, however, the in-
sert command causes text to appear
after the cursor. This makes it impossi-
ble to conveniently insert text at the
beginning of a document. Although
new users may have little difficulty
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Apple

Eastern House Software has an-
nounced the release of its unbundled
MAE Software Development System
for the Aple 11 3.2 or 3.3 DOS, the 2001/
4001/8032 Commodore and Atari 400
or 800 computers. The system in-
cludes a 6502 uC MACRO Assembler.
Features include macros, conditional

assembly, interactive assembly, up to
31 characters per label, string search
and/or replace, plus numerous other
editing facilities. A word processor is
included. Price is $169.95. Eastern
House Software, 3239 Linda Drive,
Winston-Salem, NC 27106.

Sirius Software announces Outpost
for Apple 1T with 48K and one disk

drive. Alone in a space oulposlt, vou've
been attacked from all sides by enemy
fighters. You have only two defenses:
to use vour propulsion jets to destroy
the enemy torpedoes and ships or to
use vour shields 1o block the enemy
torpedoes and to protect the damaged
parts of vour base. Price is $29.95. Sirius
Software, 2011 Arden Way #2, Sacra-
mentao, CA 95825,

CP/M

Intercom communications
software is available for Zenith, Radio
shack Model 11, Cromemco, Ohio Sci-
enlific and Apple 11 computers with
CP/M. Intercom is designed for in-
teraclive communications and
verilied-guantity file transfers using

continued on following page
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adapting to this scheme, it is really
cumbersome for those of us accus-
tomed to other word processors.
Another minor inconvenience is the
lack of an explicit Find command. Al-
though you can find text strings by us-
ing the Replace command and
replacing the search string with itself,
this is troublesome.

Error handling

Errorreporting in WP6502 is limited
bul adequate, considering that there
are very few mistakes you can make. If
the word processor detects an ambig-
uous or unrecognizable command
embedded in the text, it rings the ter-
minal bell and prints ERR>? at the
point in the text where the error was
found. When that happens, you can ei-
ther escape and return to the main
menu or enter the line-edit mode,
which displays the faulty line and lets
vou correct the mistake.

The ERR>? message may also ap-
pear if you enter an incorrect response
to a prompt. In this case, you can ei-
ther reenter the requested informa-
tion or press the escape key and
return to the main menu.

Documentation

Two manuals come with WP6502,
a user's guide and a training manual.
Both texts are easy to read and gener-
ally well organized. Neither manual
has an index, but since they are not es-
pecially long, it's not really necessary.
The back covers of both books have a
command summary, which is ex-
tremely useful.

The user's guide is aimed at people
who are familiar with word proces-
sors. It includes a brief but compre-
hensive discussion of the edit and
command modes of WP6502 as well as
information on print modes and types
of printers.

The training manual is designed to
teach someone with no backgroundin
computers or word processing how to
use WPG502. It begins by explaining
what word processing is and guides
vou through a few simple commands.

You can practice the examples in
the training manual on several text
files supplied on the system diskette.
In this way you learn how to accom-
plish basic text editing such as spell-
ing correction, insertion and deletion
of words and phrases. At the novice
level vour actions are completely

rnd You Thoaght You
Didn't Have 4 (Chaice

Now you can have another one of those little extras .
that makes you feel good about your computer...

]

questions regarding your forms needs.

LEARN TO COUNT ON

L e

...a complete packet of the most attractive stock forms
on the market, from the people whose only business is the small computer
user. Our experienced customer staff is ready and waiting to answer

* OVER 200 STOCK FORMS TO CHOOSE FROM
* 7.WORKING DAY GUARANTEED RUSH SHIPMENT
= PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND QUALITY YOU WILL

= DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

S
B e e o o

CALL NOW TOLL FREE
For free packets for the following systems:

= Systams Plus = TCS = Structured Systems Group »| .~

= Vactor = Peachines « Radio Shack = Osbome = | i
= BPl = Alpha Micro * Van Data = Anchor = Insoft =
= Dynabyie » Cado = Durango = Designer = Waren =

= Granam Daorian = Contlinental * & many mora =

1
!
= Centurion * Micro DaSys = DIBS = EDS = IM5 "
i
1

NATIONWIDE
800-854-2750

PR

Call for FREE 1981 Tax Forms Catalog! i : .
9

IN CALIFORNIA
BO0-552-8817
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guided; the program tells you exactly
what keys to press to perform basic
tasks. Before vou graduate from novice
to expert level, you will have been
shown how to scan backwards and
forwards in the text file, how to insert
and delete characters and words, how
to view and print the text and how to
handle disk files.

Then, when you're at the expert
level, the package introduces you to
embedded commands that perform
special formatting functions such as
justification and centering. At the su-
perstar level vou're ready to master
tex! blocks, print-time data input and
other advanced features.

Summary

The WP6502 word-processing pack-

age works best with an advanced
printer, preferably one with propor-
tional spacing. This combination will
allow the creation of professional-
looking documents with reasonable
convenience and efficiency. Although
it does not have all of the advanced fea-
tures of some of the popular CP/M
editors, il is less expensive. Further-
more, in combination with other pro-
grams available through the company
such as DO-Mail, WP6502 can handle
more complex tasks.

Its interactive operation and step-
by-step training system definitely
make it attractive to nontechnical peo-
ple.

In short, WP6502 can turn an ordi-
nary Ohio Scientific computer into a
powerful word-processing system. W

OVERNIGHT
DELIVERY*

Today You Order . .. Tomorrow You Get!

WE PLAY IT BACK...
Verbatim.

5

Performance and Durability .
bit of every byte of every track of every disk is tested before it
leaves Verbatim, to equal or exceed the most demanding
standards for IBM, Shugart, ANSI, ECMA, I1SO and APPLE.

. . at a competitive price. Every

FULLLINE...ALWAYS INSTOCK

*|f order phoned in before 1 p.m. same day shipment.

6901 Canby Avenue, Reseda, CA 91335
Los Angeles Phone (213) 705-4202

2680 Bayshore Frontage Road, Suite 1030
Mountain View, CA 94043 (415) 962-9275

LARGEST MASTER DISTRIBUTOR FOR VERBATIM REMOVABLE MAGNETIC STORAGE MEDIA

(B00) 227-2400 x1000 adv.#160, CA only (800) 772-2666 x1000 adv.#160
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